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“MILL CREEK ROAD OR HIGHWAY 38 BECAME A REDLANDS PROJECT FOR GENERATIONS”
Tom Atchley, Speaker
Monday, February 22, 2021, 7:00 p.m.
Via Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN 3R1CsBsQQqS-cpSuhPk4MQ
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Locar HistoriaN Tom ATCHLEY will present the Society's February program on the history of Mill Creek Road on
Monday, February 22 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.

Scipio Craig and The Citrograph newspaper followed later by the Redlands Facts led the charge to spirited Redlanders to
lead the community to build a road to Bear Valley in 1888. The building of the Bear Valley dam in 1883-1884 led to tourist
interest to see the largest artificial reservoir in the United States and what some claimed as the Eighth Wonder of the World.

The only trail to the dam followed the Santa Ana River Native American track to the Seven Oaks Pack Trail to Bear
Valley. This trail became a wagon road built first by the Bear Valley Irrigation Co. 1891-1892 and then the Southern California
Power Co. in 1897. Gus Knight and Hiram Clark formed a toll company in 1899 and continued the wagon road to Bear Valley
over Clark’s Grade on August 9, 1899.

In Mill Creek a series of lumber mills were built beginning in the 1840s with crude roads to haul out lumber. The
Mormon settlers of San Bernardino built a better road to their mill site at Forest Home in 1863. Later floods erased all the
lumber roads.

Forest Home Outing Co. was organized in 1905 with Frank Culver, Sr. Culver spoke to the Redlands Chamber of
Commerce convincing them the $25,000 in products purchased from Redlands each season would increase business if a better
road was built. The Chamber hired Isaac Ford, civil engineer, to survey a road to Bear Valley avoiding the infamous 20% grades
of Clark’s Grade. Ford completed the survey showing building a road up Mountain Home Canyon would avoid the floods of
the Santa Ana River.

County Supervisors purchased the City
Creek wagon road in 1911 which was a lumber toll ©
road built by logging mills. The route to Bear
Valley followed a circuitous road to Fawnskin
entering Bear Valley from the west. The road was |
closed into late spring with snow drifts lasting |
along the north face of Butler Peak. ,

Redlanders descended upon the County [ &
Board of Supervisors demanding equal funding

San Bernardino all wanted mountain access
especially when automobiles entered the debate.
The Good Roads Committee in Redlands was led T
by influential men of means that lobbied the‘
county supervisors. .
The mountain road war became a battle to
retain the county prisoners to build and maintain
roads within each canyon.  Supervisors made -

Howard and Lois Scott in Mill Creek Canyon. (Continued on page 7)
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Dear Redlands Area Historical Society Members,

Let me begin by extending a sincere thank you to Kathy Beall for sharing with us the success story of her
grandfather, Walter Lawrence Gill and the Gill Battery Company. It is an incredible tale with so many, many
layers. Kathy and her family's understanding and appreciation of her grandfather's achievements is a remarkable
testament to the world-wide impact of Walter Lawrence Gill. THANK YOU!

We are looking forward with great anticipation to Tom Atchley's latest talk titled Mill Creek Road or
Highway 38 Became a Redlands Project for Generations. Please join us on Monday, February 22™ at 7 pm for an
enlightening talk.

A little teaser — January 2022 marks the 50" anniversary of the founding of the Redlands Area Historical
Society. The board is intent on making sure this milestone is recognized in ways that will honor those who had the
foresight to establish the Society and the factors, the timing, and the issues that created the need and purpose for :
the Society. As well, we intend that the anniversary will serve to further and enhance the mission of the
organization. And, it will be time to celebrate! Stay tuned for more information.

Thank you to everyone for renewing your membership. We are indebted to you for the support. As a
reminder, you can go online at www.rahs.org and renew electronically.

In the meantime, we wish you our very best.

Stone M
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Redlands Area Historical Socjety would like to thank our CORPORATE UNDERWRITERS:

Wes & Peggy Brier Tim Watson—Mission Pediatrics, Inc. Morgan Framing
Gary & Susan Baughman Rita Shaw, Realtor, Rita Shaw and Associates
Daniel Haueter & Steven Villa  Geoffrey Hopper & Associates

Marjorie Lewis ~ Realtor, Redlands Vintage Homes
Dr.Marcus Paulson DDS, MS—Paulson Orthodontics—www.PaulsonOrtho.com
Leslie Irish & Rebecca Mangum
Jill Huntsinger, Redlands REALTOR, CAPITIS Real Estate, www.finedigs.com
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THE BOOM 1887-1888

TERRACINA

FRANK BROWN  bought the
Terracina property in 1891. He renamed
Arroyo Street “Sunnyside” and Railroad
became Bellevue. These two names recalled
the first good  irrigation ditch to Lugonia
and the Bellevue Academy. Brown took
delight in naming streets, streams, and
mountain peaks for notable reasons.

Besides David and Sarah Morey,
several well-known families moved to
Terracina. F. E. Estes built a home on
Sunnyside near Clifton. Mrs. Kate Fargo
built 234 Terracina. She was an heir to the
Wells Fargo Bank. Dr. Carlos Hilliard built a
home for his parents at 543 Terracina. Dr.
Hilliard was on the staff of the original
Redlands Community Hospital. Mrs.
Winifred Roberts built 1048 Brookside next
to her sister, Jennie Roberts Davis. The
Roberts and Davis families were bankers from
San Bernardino and Colton. General Henry
Lawton built a home on West Cypress that
became the Lawton Villa tourist hotel after
his death in the Philippines. Lawton was a

Civil War Congressional Medal of Honor
recipient and he captured Geronimo in 1886.

As the Redlands Community
Hospital parking lots expanded west, at least
six Terracina homes were moved to San
Mateo Street, Clifton, and Bellevue., including
that of Mrs. Fargo.

Edward M. Cope bought sixteen
acres where the Terracina Hotel once stood.
He donated this land to the Redlands
Community Hospital in 1927. The hospital
moved from Nordina Street and created a new
focus for Terracina that continues to the
present day.

Redlands continued to feud with the
Southern Pacific to build a depot in San
Timoteo Canyon at the Brookside platform.
Redlands offered to build and provide an
agent for a year if Southern Pacific would
then manage and man the depot. Southern
Pacific refused to build or manage a depot in a
non-incorporated part of the county.
Terracina would need to annex to Redlands
for a promised depot. Annexation meant
Terracina would enter Redlands and pay
additional taxes. A resolution to allay the
fears of people in Terracina for city

-by TOM ATCHLEY

assessments that included street paving,
ornamental lighting, curbs, and gutters was
proposed. This resolution passed the council.
An extension of Fern Avenue to the depot
would be borne by all city taxpayers.
Terracina voted 30 to 8 favoring annexation
March 16, 1923.

Southern Pacific constructed the
Redlands Depot along their main track in
1924 and the long wait for a depot that began
in 1883 ended. Ironically, auto transportation
made the depot obsolete from the beginning.
However, the Redlands community showed
up with the band, city council and held a full
day celebration for the long-awaited depot.

Terracina became a successful citrus
farm. The slightly higher elevation gave the
area a “banana belt” reputation. Terracina
was not subject to normal freeze weather and
enjoyed the same temperatures of Redlands
Heights. The rich clay soil and Bear Valley
water led to successful fruit production. No
packing houses were built in Terracina.
Housing subdivisions began to make inroads
in the 1960’s and really triumphed over citrus
in the 1980’s. A strip of citrus still prevails
along the north rim of San Timoteo Canyon

e

A Wing was Added to the Late General Lawton’s Terracina Home “Craig Crest” to Create a Tourist Hotel called Lawton Villa.




(Continued from page 3)

Southern Pacific’s San Timoteo Canyon Depot.

south of Terracina Blvd.  Bill Cunningham,
zanjero for the West Redlands Water

Company, continues
responsibilities that began in 1887.

irrigation

GLADYSTA

Henry L. Williams, a director for the
Bear Valley Land and Water Company,
bought 1400 acres west of Lugonia in January
0f 1888. The land was bordered on the north
by the Santa Ana River wash and on the
south by Colton Avenue (Redlands Blvd).
The eastern boundary began on Texas Street
and extended to Mt. View Avenue in the
west. The land, coincidentally, was the
original Kenwood Colony land that was
offered for sale in 1877 to Connecticut
colonizers. Today this land is the Citrus
Plaza and Mountain Grove commercial
centers.

This land was previously owned by
Old San Bernardino families of James W.
Waters, Anson Van Leuven, Frank Hinckley,
William Curtis, and James Cole. Williams
named the tract Gladysta after his young
daughter, Gladys. The tract map does not
include a town plat. Land was subdivided
into ten acre lots for citrus production.
Williams had the Bear Valley Land and
Water Company extend an irrigation pipe-
line to his development.

A. L. Steele, General Agent, Los
Angeles, Condee and Story, real estate agents
in San Bernardino, handled the land sale
promotion.  They did well promoting the

“motor road” from San Bernardino to
Redlands but failed to note the intended rail-
road would not enter the Gladysta tract.
Williams advertised that the flat
farmland sloped slightly to the west and was
more fertile than the Redlands clay and
Lugonia sand. The Valley branch of the
California Southern Railroad would soon
reach the settlement. Indeed, the railroad
skirted the southern edge of the tract heading
east to Redlands in February 1888. Right of
way was purchased by a committee
representing Redlanders and so  no  depot
or platform was planned for
Gladysta. Williams planned a
$40,000 hotel for the center
of the settlement. No hotel
was ever built, and
according to Williams, due
to lack of building
materials and railroad
interest.

H. L. Williams
advertised the Gladysta
Tract in all the local
papers for the entirety
of 1888. He planted
Mexican fan palms on
Palmetto Street and built
extensive curbs and gutters along
Lugonia Avenue, San Bernardino Avenue and
Pine Avenue. The north-south streets
adjoined the Barton Tract on the south and
the state names of Tennessee, Alabama and
Nevada were used within his tract. Land
sales dribbled along until 1893. Williams sold

the entire tract to Frank E. Brown and Brown
filed Brown’s Subdivision map in April of
1893.

The San Bernardino Traction
Company extended an electric railroad line to
Redlands via San Bernardino Avenue in 1904.
This line brought newfound attention to the
area. Pacific Electric bought the traction line
in 1909. The Crown Jewel Packing House on
Alabama and San Bernardino Avenue was
served by Pacific Electric freight service until
that line ended. Redlands Heights built a
packing house on north Texas Street. The
Orangedale packing house snuggled up to the
Nevada Street Protective
Association tanks and
the Santa
Fe tracks.

Gladysta
boasted an
unusual  name and was gone so
quickly that only the original subdivision
maps recall the short boom period. Bordered
on the southwest the subdivision called La
(Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 4)

Drew became a railroad stop for the Redlands
and San Bernardino Railroad at Redlands
Blvd. and Mt. View called Idlewild. On the
west of Gladysta, Victoria was named for the
Queen of England and had many English fam-
ilies.

Gladysta grew to become yet
another citrus farm. The Nevada Street area
recorded record low temperatures year after
year. The citrus farmers formed the Nevada
Street Protective Association and constructed
eight large smudge oil tanks along the Santa
Fe tracks at Nevada Street. After World War
I the citrus farmers bought used airplane
engines from the government to generate
wind and reduce the amount of smudging.
Wind machines saved the area which
generally  still recorded the lowest
temperatures but now could smudge less.

VICTORIA

While outside the present City of
Redlands, Victoria was another intended
“boom town” and deserves a mention to make
the point of the general boom mentality.

The October 1, 1887 San Bernardino
Times announced the new town of Victoria
consisting of 2400 acres with 1800 acres sub-
divided for sale. Villa lots in the center of the
town were quite large. The San Bernardino
and Redlands Railroad planned to travel
through the town and the California
Southern (Santa Fe) planned a depot in the
center of the tract. Broad streets and with
two grand avenues 100 feet wide run the
length of the colony. Victoria Avenue is 120
feet wide and runs the length of the colony
following the Santa Ana River. Artesian
water is abundant. In fact, Matthew Gage of
Riverside tapped 26 artesian wells to quench
the thirst of Riverside. He built a canal in
1888 that began in Victoria near the river.

Town lots for Victoria measured 60
x 175 feet and 200 acres were subdivided into
villa lots of 178 x 350 feet. Major streets from
prominent men of the State and nation were
chosen.  English families living and cattle
ranching the tract had cattle and milk cows
that grew fat on the subterranean watered
land.  Cooley, Covington, Singleton, and
Haskel families began dairies and ranched in
nearby San Timoteo Canyon as well.

Camp Victoria was named by the
first English settlers that farmed there
beginning in the late 1850°s.  Victoria
embraced land east of Tippecanoe Avenue on
both the north and south side of the Santa
Ana River. Victoria Place went to Central
Avenue on the north where Bunker Hill Basin
water was abundant. Camp Victoria on the
south side of the river went south of San
Bernardino Avenue. Much of this land was
the previous Timber Settlement of the

Mormon period. Giant cottonwoods graced
both sides of the river and grass was
abundant for cattle. The Cooley family used
this land and the land south of the present
Interstate 10 and 215 freeways for cattle
grazing and alfalfa production.

Victoria Elementary School was
built in the early 1950’s and was part of the
Mission School District. ~ Mission School
District joined the Redlands School District
in 1963.

Victoria remained a rural community
for large lots north of Loma Linda and south-
east of San Bernardino. San Bernardino
County offered few building restrictions and
developers were not required to build curbs,
gutters, and sidewalks for decades.

The Bunker Hill Dike underground
water proved to be the most important
Te-

source of Victoria. At first all the wells were
artesian and flowed freely with surplus water
to Riverside. San Bernardino was happy
drain the swampland in south San Bernardino
known as Urbita Springs. The Gage Canal
utilized wooden flumes in the 1880’s near the
head-gates of the canal. Periodic flooding
destroyed much of the wooden flumes in 1888
and 1890. As the water table dropped,
electric pumps brought water to the canal
especially during the 1898-1903 drought.

Victoria never planned a tourist
hotel. The railroad connection from both the
California Southern and San Bernardino and
Redlands Railroad remained the boastful
claim during the boom years as well as the
abundant artesian water. Victoria became a
“poor man’s” land venture with few
immediate prospects.

Gage Canal.

(Continued on page 6)



(Continued from page 5)

BARTON RANCH

Ben and Eliza Barton decided to sell
their 1200-acre ranch in August 1887. Barton
bought the land from the Mormon settlers
that left the valley in 1857. He improved the
80-acre vineyard and produced fine wine and
brandy. In early 1880, the Barton’s leased the
winery to the Vache family and slowly began
to move toward retirement in San Bernardino.

Hiram Barton, the son of the
Barton’s, became active with Judson and
Brown and the Bear Valley Land and Water
Co. as well as local politics. Hiram saw the
boom as a chance to cash in on all the
property the family owned. Since 1880, Eliza
and Ben Barton sold land to Judson and
Brown along the Mill Creek Zanja and land
west of the Redlands colony. Land they
purchased for $1 and sold to Judson and
Brown for $20-$30 an acre. The boom in 1887
sold land in Redlands for $600 an acre that
previously sold for $50 an acre in November
1881.

The entire Barton Ranch was sold
for $300,000 to A. B. Chapman of San Gabriel,
Major Joseph Hardie of Selma, Alabama, C. E.
Day of Los Angeles, W. P. Northcross of
Orange, J. H. Smith of Jersey City, New
Jersey, J.W. Mettice of Los Angeles, Barton S.
Hayes of Monrovia, Samuel Mansfield of
Memphis, Tennessee and their son, Hiram
Barton. The last buyer was William P.
MclIntosh, of Los Angeles, who became the
chief real estate agent for the consortium.
MclIntosh was the real salesman of the group
that recently moved to Los Angeles from
Nevada where he managed lumber and water
developments for Virginia City and Carson
City. McIntosh became the first and foremost
salesman for Mentone beginning in 1887.

The Barton Ranch had Mill Creek
water rights that dated to the Estancia 1830’s.
Ben Barton added to these rights with
Sunnyside Ditch shares and Hiram had access
to Bear Valley water. In addition to the 80-
acre vineyard, Barton farmed 20 acres of
producing orange trees and 35 acres of fruit
trees that included figs, apples, pears,
peaches, apricots, and English walnuts.

To satisfy the need for a tourist hotel
for prospective buyers the Barton house, that
was built in 1867 with native clay fired brick
was transformed into the Barton Villa, a
fashionable decorated boom hotel.  The
Barton Ranch had ruins of the Estancia
nearby and the ranch had horses, cattle, and
sheep grazing across the plain. The Mill
Creek Zanja graced the southern edge of the
ranch with full grown alders, cottonwoods,
sycamores, and other riparian trees. The
ranch encompassed the realized dream of a
California Rancho that overlooked the East

MAP SHOWING SUBDIVISION OF THE BARTON RANCH .
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TERRACINA.

San Bernardino Mountains from Barton hill.

The subdivision map of the Barton
Ranch was filed December 5, 1887. The
southern boundary is Barton Road which is
the original Lugo Land Grant 1842 southern
boundary. The north boundary was Colton
Avenue (Redlands Blvd.). On the east the
boundary was Texas Street and on the west
California Street. From east to west all the
streets were given state names: Texas, New
York, Tennessee, Kansas, Alabama, Iowa,
Nevada, New Jersey, and California Street.
The land was subdivided into 40-acre blocks
that contained four 10 acre lots.

William McIntosh was a master of

:

0 S L

boom advertising. His ads and brochures
advertise the history of the ranch with
illustrations showing water wheels on the
Zanja and beau colic rural scenes that include
a sketch of the Barton Villa. The tract map
shows the important California Southern
(Santa Fe) crossing the north-east section of
the property. The Mill Creek Zanja wriggles
across the southern border showing a water
source that dated from 1819. MecIntosh had
remarkable success selling most of the land
while the boom was hot.

-by Tom Atchley

Barton Villa on Nevada Street, just North of Barton Road.



(Program, continued from page 1)

promises that became forgotten when new supervisors
represented each district. The bitter rivalry grew worse with
each road. The Rim of the World Highway with 101 miles of
mountain road opened in 1915 advertising the wonders of the
mountains.

Redlands retained a long memory in the road building battle.
This led to the County funding the Mountain Home Control
Road in 1913-1914. That road led to further improvements of
Clark’s Grade. The Redlands Chamber financed $1000 for
gravel to reduce dust in 1923.  Glen Martin to Barton Flats was
built in 1933 to South Fork Campground. The state abandoned
the Mountain Home Canyon route in 1951 with a high-gear
road across the north side of Mt. San Bernardino.

The last stage of the road survey by Isaac Ford in 1906 was

completed in 1961. Redlands met Big Bear City at Onyx Peak
on August 12, 1961. Two more modernization contracts in Mill
Creek Canyon brought the road to completion in 1978.  The
ninety years since being promoted in 1888, Redlands achieved
the road and opened the Redlands-Big Bear Freeway called
Highway 38.

Tom Atchley is a local historian and retired Redlands High
School teacher. He serves on the Historical Society Board of
directors and has been president several times. Tom is known
for his vast knowledge of local history and his humorous
presentations. His presentation will be by Zoom. The program
is free but registration is required at the following link:
hteps://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
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The Redlands {rea Historical Socigty’s purposg is to support and advancg the mang facets of the arga’s historie rgsourcees.

Historic resouregs, sites, and mgmorabilia provide tangible links and visiblg reminders to the past, and continuity to our daily lives. By
perpetuating the past through the preservation of our historie resouregs, wg maintain the rich diversity of our community life. By respecting and
regstoring the architeetural integrity of historic structures, and bg conserving the ngighborhood gnvironments, we preserve the unique character,

and document the historical gvolution of the geographical argas in which we live.

The Redlands {rea Historical Socigty emphasizes the conservation of the past in terms of buildings, neighborhoods, written and oral history,
and mgmorabilia. It also prgsents programs to gducate citizgns, goung and old, on the significancg of the valugs of Redlands’ heritage.
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THE REDLANDS AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
P.O. Box 8775

Redlands, CA 92375

(909) 307-4661

www.rahs.org

Address Correction Requested

ORDER YOUR DVD/VIDEO
All of our monthly programs and Heritage Awards ceremonies
are dutifully recorded by Gerry and Linda Brassfield
of Blue Eagle Video. Videos are $5.% each.

Order copies from Blue Eagle Video at:
(909) 520-3830 or email: boomerger@aol.com




