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REDLANDS KOREAN COMMUNITY CONNECTION TO RIVERSIDE
Professor Edward T. Chang, Speaker
Monday, September 26, 2022, at 7:00 p.m.

The Contemporary Club
173 S. Eureka Street, Redlands
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FEW PEOPLE ARE AWARE that Redlands had its own

Koreatown in the downtown area close to its Chinatown on
Oriental Street. The Redlands Korean community had a
connection with the larger, more prominent historic Korean |
community in Riverside. :

Dosan Ahn Chang Ho moved to Riverside, California in p&§
March 1904 and soon established the first Koreatown on the
United States mainland known as Dosan’s Republic or
Pachappa Camp. In Riverside, Ahn helped found an
employment agency and negotiated relations with citrus
farmers to find work for Koreans who lived in the community.
With steady work available, Riverside became a popular
destination for Korean immigrants and the ideal location for
Ahn Chang Ho to develop and execute his Cooperative

(Continued on page 7)
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PLEASE JOIN THE REDLANDS AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY for

its first Welcome Back Potluck in 3 years! We will meet at the picnic
tables in historic Sylvan Park near the barbeques off University Street
for an old-fashioned potluck. Please bring your favorite dish to share
(serving approximately six people) and be sure to mark your dish
with your name on it. RAHS will provide paper goods such as
utensils and paper plates, along with drinks and dessert. Want to sit
in your own lawn chair? Fee free to bring a comfy chair if you choose.

After dinner we will walk next door to the Redlands Lawn
Bowling Club, est. 1923, for a history of the club, one of the oldest in
the State of California, and a demonstration of the sport. Anyone
who would like to give it a go is invited - the only requirement is to
wear flat-soled shoes.

On Saturday, September 24, RAHS and their friends and
family are welcome to return to the club at 8:45 am. ahead of 9 am.
bowling. The club will be hosting a barbeque lunch after bowling
Redlands Lawn Bowling Club was established in 1923. that day.

A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION FOUNDED 1972 INCORPORATED 1974
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Dear Redlands Area Historical Society members,

We had a good turn out for the Heritage Awards Ice Cream Social back in June and baptized our new hospitality
chair, Thomas Jackson. Now we begin the new season with vigor to continue the Old House Group with Kathleen Beall.

Judith Hunt volunteered to train tour leaders for regular downtown walking tours. Ron Running has revised a tour
and route giving volunteers a script to follow and Ben Parker has added photos and maps. We plan additional walking tours
of neighborhood streets in Redlands. Volunteers interested in conducting tours should contact me tomtatchley@aol.com and
I will send your email to Judith.

We have program plans for the coming season. Beginning this month our September 26th program explores how
Koreans worked in Redlands and Riverside. In October Marie Reynolds will present “Ghosts Along the Zanja” following a
Halloween theme. The new year brings Dr. Nathan Gonzales and Maria Carrillo, A.K. Smiley Public Library archivists,
showing us the rare maps of Redlands. February I present the second half of “Before and After” that I began last year. March
is special with an event that took place March 3,1938. April is reserved for “Redlands in the Guided Age” by J. P. Beall. May
we plan the Preservation Fortnightly with tours of Downtown Redlands. June is our Heritage Awards program at the
Contemporary Club. Make suggestions for awards to my email address shown above.

The board passed a motion to increase membership to $35 beginning January 1st. We will give you the option of a
mailed hard copy of “Chronicles” or email. Make sure we have your correct email address in the January renewal envelope. %
See everyone at Sylvan Park for the Potluck September2lst and a tour of the Lawn Bowling facility.

IN MEMORIAM

Wes Brier Zm M

Joyce Dangermond
Bruce Tremain
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REDLANDS ARFA HISTORICAL SOCIFTY would like to thank our CORPORATE UNDERWRITERS

REDLANDS VISITOR CENTER https://redlandsvisitorcenter.com Esri
Morgan Framing ~ Jerry Bean—REDLANDS COMMUNITY NEWS
Garg D. Baughman, Attg AtLaw Rita Shaw, Realtor, Rita Shaw and Associates
Greg & Gina Malachowski Bill & Sue Hardg Wes & Peggg Brier Joan McCarthg

Mike All)anese, Realtor Architectural Specialist, Dilbeck Real Estate www.mikealbanese.dilbeck.com
Dr. Marcus Paulson DDS, MS—Paulson Orthodontics—www.PaulsonOrtho.com

Geo{{reg Hopper &5” Associates Old Green House LLC (Elena & Rohan Kuruppu)
Daniel Haueter & Steven Villa

Marjorie Lewis ~ Realtor, Redlands Vintage Homes ROCHFORD FOUNDATION
Jill Huntsinger, Redlands Realtor, CAPITIS Real Estate, www.{inecligs.com




BEAR VALLEY

IRRIGATION COMPANY

BEAR VALLEY IRRIGATION OWNERSHIP

Bear Valley Irrigation Co. owned 6,240 acres of
land by 1893. Actually 3,006 acres of this land was in
Bear Valley and submerged below the reservoir. Land
next to the reservoir increased in value with the
completion of the Rim of the World Highway in 1915.
But land was owned in Lot 9, Block 2 of the Crafton
Tract, Lots 3, 5, 6 and 7 of Block 3 located on the Stretch
Map of Mentone, and lots 1-9 in Block “A” City of
Redlands. BVIC bought all the land traversed by the
Santa Ana Canal in the mountains consisting of 320 acres
of right of way. Bear Valley Land and Water Co. hired
R. E. Houghton to conduct a title search of their land
which was completed January 23, 1890. The search was
a preliminary step before the BVIC took title and
ownership of the BVLWC.

The company owned the now defunct Judson and
Brown Ditch that was 5 %2 miles long. In the Mill Creek
Zanja, the company owned two hours known as the Van
Leuven water. The company bought the North San

Bernardino Ditch beginning at the end of the Highland
Ditch for a length of two miles. Frank Brown sold the
Highland Ditch to the BVIC which branched from the
North Fork Ditch, a distance of two miles. BVIC owned
the Highland Ditch for a distance of four miles beginning
at the end of the North Fork Ditch.

1890-1893

The company built and owned the Santa Ana
highline but specifically listed the Greenspot Pipeline
and its 3 ¥ mile length. Replacing the Judson and Brown
Ditch BVIC built the new Redlands Canal, a distance of 5
V5 miles and then extended this ditch north on Cajon
Street another ¥ mile. The new Redlands Canal could
now transport 3,300 inches.

BVIC installed and owned the 21-mile telephone
line from Redlands to the Bear Valley dam. The company
owned three miles of the Moreno telephone line from the
company office to the present Riverside County line.

Sometimes the Santa Ana Canal was called the
Alessandro Pipe Line but the BVIC called only the
sections of the pipeline from Sand Canyon, Live Oak
Canyon, San Timoteo Canyon through the Bad Lands to
Moreno the Alessandro Pipe Line.

BVIC owned the 1884 Bear Valley dam, dam
house and the new 1892 dam under construction. The
company housed vitrified pipe, lumber, telephone poles,
6-foot Pelton wheel, 3 wagons, tarring outfit, iron water
tanks, rope, hog chains, saws and a boring machine. The
shop at the mouth of the Santa Ana stored one engine, a
deep hole drilling outfit, portable forge, anvils, jacks, vise,
tunnel buckets, picks, shovels, blacksmith tools, 11
wheelbarrows, stone hammers, iron pump, sand screens,
flume fittings, dollies and iron gates. Two other
maintenance buildings were filled with tents and all the
construction gear to build dams.

The most valuable of the assets of Bear Valley

: ' Irrigation Co. was the water rights claimed by Judson
o and Brown in 1881 and adjudicated in the Hewitt v. Story

1887 case. “The “Hewitt Decision” was finalized by Judge
Eskine M. Ross, acting judge of the U.S. Circuit Court of
the southern section of California in July of 1892. In Isaac
L. Hewitt vs. Bear Valley Land and Water Co. et. al.
[found] in favor of the defendants for their costs. Hewitt

__ claimed he was entitled to 333 inches of the water of the

Redwood Pipe to Greenspot.

Santa Ana River by virtue of the location which was
commonly known as the “Bearry Roberts Waste-Water
Ditch,” which was located subsequently to the North
and South Fork ditches to irrigate lands in section 16,
township 1 south, range 3 west, a portion of which was
owned by Hewitt. (Citrus Valley High School) The judge



decided that the rights Hewitt claimed were abandoned
some five years before Hewitt bought the property. The
case comprises some 2,300 pages of type written matter
and the costs in the thousands of dollars.”

J & B had the Bearry Roberts Ditch owner,
Hezekiah W. Ball, sign a quit claim for the Bearry Roberts
Ditch before Hewitt bought the land from Warren Story.
Isaac Hewitt wanted the land and water for his son,
Harvey. His misguided notion of water ownership nearly
sent Frank Brown into a nervous wreck. Brown went on
his world irrigation tour to recover. And now with this
case ending, the financial woes of the BVIC weakened his
physical and mental health again.

The wastewater Roberts claimed became the
water stored behind the 1884 dam that would normally
flow to the ocean in the early spring before irrigation
began. This case literally cemented the BVLWC,
Redlands Water Co. and later the BVIC on solid legal
ground. This same case has been argued, over and over
again under different names but essentially resulting in
the same outcome.

BVIC owned 3,000 shares of the Palm Valley
Irrigation Co. or half the Whitewater River and all of
Snow Creek. The company built and owned the
Whitewater River Road, trails and tunnel work
completed plus right of way. The company claimed the
plans for four additional dams to store the Whitewater
River. BVIC owned the land below Seven Oaks for the
Filaree Dam site, the and dam plans.
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FINANCIAL PROBLEMS CRASH BEAR VALLEY IRRIGATION

The BVIC bankruptcy of December 1893 occurred

due to mismanagement of the president and a directors
policy that promoted a pyramid scheme type dividend
policy, that eventually sapped the treasury of funds
needed to build infrastructure necessary to irrigate
50,000 acres. Certainly, many individuals were complicit
in the failure that Frank Brown historically mistakenly
was given full blame. To complicate matters further the
whole nation experienced the financial Panic of 1893.
However, this recession proved to have little impact on
the BVIC financial failure. The unfortunate drought of
1898-1903 exacerbated the problems that droned into
even more complicated litigation that continued for
fifteen years (1893-1908).

Filaree dam site.

Dr. Lawrence Nelson in his classic book Only One
Redlands 1963 was the first to unravel this complicated
hidden story. His sources name the generalized real
culprit but missed some of the subtleties that extended
culpability to a broader view. To protect some of the
company hierarchy from the scandal Bear Valley Mutual
sent 13 record boxes to the Special Collections of
Honnold Library in Claremont, California. Completely
out of sight from Redlands the records lay quietly for
decades.

All bankruptcy’s fall under federal law and the
proceedings against the BVIC filled volumes in the
National Archives located in Perris, California. Mining
these historical documents found minutia on every suit
against the company from the unpaid blacksmith to the
major companies, mechanic liens that built the Santa Ana
Canal. Each receiver tackled the problem with the object
of freeing the company from debt. Citrus growers, a
conservative opinionated lot, argued incessantly instead
of seeking a quick solution. Overall, the financial
statements of the Bear Valley companies tell the real story
succinctly.



In 1898, hiding behind the pseudonym Rex O'Bill
the Morals of John Ireland was printed in London that cari-
catures the BVIC debacle using farcical names that cap-
ture the character traits of Frank Brown and Charles W.
Greene. The insider that wrote the short allegory, defi-
nitely knew the men involved and this author offers some
conjectures as to the real author.

The Bear Valley and Alessandro Development Co.
which actually controlled the BVIC presented a rosy fi-
nancial statement December 1, 1890. BVADC owned
12,940 acres valued at $90 an acre or roughly $1,080,000
in land. The company sold $139,650 of land in 1890. The
nursery was worth $2270.22.  The company held 1,921
shares of BVLWC stock worth $384,200. The treasury
had $129.664.89 cash on hand. Bills receivable were
worth $1,296,64.89. Overall, the company claimed a val-
ue of $2,070,392.33.

Liabilities listed $450,839.19 bills payable. The
company owed James Graham, J. Gardner Clark, Ammon
P. Kitching and Wilbur F. Day $31,072.93. BVADC also
owed Frank Brown, Theodore Clark, Swan and Luther
Holt an estimated $20,000. BVADC advertised a surplus
of $1,162,218.

One overlooked accounting of the assets in 1890
was the future sale of 12,940 acres of land at $90 an acre.
The value of land was based on irrigation water that actu-

ally gave value to the land. The assets reported in 1890
never imagined that same land minus the water. Inves-
tors buying stock in Redlands, Chicago, New York, New
Haven and London had no idea that the supposed value of
land depended on water. Sales of BVIC stock depended
on an optimism that a boom was on like the Southern
California 1887-1888 period and money was surely going
to flow to the investors. Frank Brown and Edward Jud-
son did this in Redlands and surely the same result would
follow in Moreno and Alessandro.

Doubters were shown the landscape photographs
of Herve Friend that illuminated the Bear Valley reservoir,
Bear Valley dam, Alessandro, Moreno, citrus plantings in
Redlands, Redlands Street scenes, Redlands Victorian
homes, and reservoirs filling. The 1892 photographs of
the spectacular Santa Ana Canal provided further proof
that the BVIC and BVADC were as solid as the granite
walls of the Santa Ana Canyon. Coupled with the reputa-
tion of Frank Brown the salesmen offered a portfolio that
seemed flawless.

Based on the December 1, 1890, BVADC financial
report the company directors decided to increase stock
from $800,000, divided into 8,000 shares of a par value of
$100 each to $2,400,000 divided into 24,000 shares at a
par value of $100 each. The company met at the new
Opera House in Redlands on the northeast corner of Cit-

Bear Valley Irrigation Canal, Redlands Boulevard.



rus and Orange on April 18, 1891.  The same month the
company reported 170 miles of ditches completed and the
formation of the Alessandro Irrigation District.

Good news continued in June 1891 with land
selling for $100 an acre. Contractors laid 4,000 feet of
clay pipe in one week. Water began filling the Alessandro
reservoir for the first time in July. Wells Fargo
established an office in Alessandro.

Frank Brown was interviewed by the Los Angeles
Times in July and spoke about a new tour to Redlands,
Moreno and Alessandro. In August, Brown filed on 5,000
inches of Mill Creek while camping with his family at
Tyler's. ~ Brown attended the Perris Water Festival
October 9, 1891, that celebrated Bear Valley water with
Perris Valley.  Speeches flowed by eminent orators
followed by a free dinner, special excursion train tickets
and land sales from $50 to $80 an acre. This development
spurred Alessandro land to $110 an acre and expectations
of $120 by the end of September.

During the early summer of 1891 Charles W.
Greene arrived in Redlands in his palatial private Pullman
railroad car. Greene was a land developer from Carlsbad
and Eddy, New Mexico. He had taken the Pecos River on
the northeastern fringe of the Chihuahuan Desert and
created Carlsbad. In 1888, with former Sheriff Pat
Garrett, Greene joined with the community of Eddy to
create a system of canals and flumes. Greene secured
potential investors from the east coast including Robert
W. Tansill, a wealthy cigar manufacturer. Greene was
hailed as “The Jay Gould of Irrigation” in New Mexico.
Greene never suffered from a lack of confidence and much
like Brown could sell anything.

Greene secured a contract with the Redlands
Orange Grove and Water Co. to sell a block of their stock
in the east. Greene quickly disposed of the stock in
Switzerland, impressing the Redlands Orange Grove and
Water Co., BVIC, and BVADC. Bear Valley Irrigation
held $765,000 of Alessandro bonds to sell. Nearby the
Perris Irrigation District issued bonds for $225,000.
Elsinore was expected to form yet another district very
soon.

Greene became the chief sales manager of the
BVIC with a hefty 15% commission on his sales. Greene
impressed Frank Brown as well and they traveled
together to Chicago, New York and London on several
occasions. Brown also collected the 15% commission
along with Russell J. Waters, Charles Wilson, Fred E.
Hotchkiss and Professor Sinclair. They all sold security
bonds and stocks with remarkable success. That success
came easily since the sales force promised a 15% dividend
on all the bonds sold. Competing bonds offered 7-8% on
their investments and could not compete with Southern
California salesmen.

Russell Waters became business manager and
secretary of the BVIC in June 1891 and found the company

in chaos. Russell began cutting down on the outstanding
bills and running expenses of the company to the lowest
possible figure. He worked in every way getting the
affairs of the company in a better condition. By
September, Waters had all the “back bills paid with
money received on sale of stocks and lands.” Waters
raised a warning flag to Frank Brown, friends since 1886,
to control the finances better.

Waters, secretary of the BVIC, wrote Charles N.
Greene at the Murray Hotel, New York in September.
“Waters agreed with Greene about “going slow and
careful” and also both “felt deeply regarding the money
invested by women, etc. and will do all that is possible for
man to do towards conducting business of the company
on a careful and conservative basis.” Waters reassures
Greene, “I think you will see the effect of what I have been
doing towards that end.”  The letter would lead the
reader to believe Greene was ethical and acting in good
faith. But actually his earnings went directly to New
Mexico and “his” project.

Waters concerns were enough to convince Brown
that both the 15% sales commission and 15% unearned
dividend were unsustainable. =~ Brown approached the
directors suggesting a change of company policy. Brown
was like a salmon swimming upstream heading into
director stockholders of Redlands, Chicago, New York
and London.  Stockholders wanted the promised
dividends to continue. The BVIC board of directors had
another incentive to continue the dividend policy. The
BVIC issued $1,000,000 in preferred stock when the
company formed in 1890. Holders of this stock could
receive an 8% dividend on profits yearly. The board
decided what to call profitss = The pyramid scheme
worked as long as the bonds sold.

Russell J. Waters



(Continued from page 1)

Association (Gongnip Hyop Hoe) to foster a sense of
community. The Cooperative Association later expanded to
Korean settlements throughout California and eventually
developed into the Korean National Association, which proved
especially significant in organizing immigrants to fight for
Korea’s independence in the wake of Japanese colonization in
1910.

Pachappa Camp both helped anchor its residents’
identity and revealed Koreans’ struggle to support themselves
and fight for Korean sovereignty. The experiences Koreans
lived in Pachappa Camp reflected not only exceptional
moments in Korean American history, as the first organized
Korean settlement in California and one of the seats of the
independence movement, but also the ubiquitous experiences
that typified immigrant lives in the United States. The city of
Riverside erected a statue of Ahn in 2001 to honor Dosan and
teach about his legacy and connection to the Riverside. Because
the historic Koreatown no longer exists, the statue stands as
the only site of remembrance for this pioneering community.

University of California at Riverside professor Edward
T. Chang is Professor of Ethnic Studies and founding Director
of the Young Oak Kim Center for Korean American Studies at
the university. A prolific researcher, Prof. Chang has published
twelve books, seven edited volumes, and numerous articles. His
latest book is Pachappa Camp: The First Koreatown in the United
States which won the “Grand Prize” from the Association for
Studies of Koreans Abroad. The book was also featured in
the NY Times, LA Times, NBC News, and PBS NewsHour. Professor
Chang has studied and been a voice of the Korean community
for more than 25 years. He is a leading expert on the Los
Angeles civil unrest and appeared in a CNN Special report “The

Fire Still Burns: 30 Years After the LA Riots” on April 29, 2022.
Dr. Chang’s continued research and speaking on matters
relating to building peace in inter-ethnic communities has
shown that his interest in this subject goes far beyond one of
crisis management and beyond the issues of one urban
neighborhood.

Professor Chang’s program will be given on Monday,
September 26, 2022, at the Contemporary Club building at 173
S. Eureka Street in Redlands at 7:00 p.m. The Historical
Society’s programs are free and open to the public.

Those unable to attend can watch the program on

Zoom. Register in advance for this webinar. You will receive an
email confirmation about joining the webinar. https://
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/ WN_hQy-
tOURQ yz_TeCnGqVVw

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Tom & Deb Berg
Gillian Blair
Gina Blatchley
Judi Cisar
Madeline Mace
Valerie Gettis Green
Erika Lambert
Milton Lane
Lindsay Lautz
Sonny Lawrence
Joanne Manchester
Jordan Maus
Leonard and Jay Michelson
Ryan Swindell
Eric & Katie Strobaugh

RAHS VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE

Interested in getting more involved in the Historical Society? Looking for ways to meet fellow
members, learn more about Redlands History, and give back to the community?

RAHS is forming a Volunteer Committee to develop tours, marketing materials, maps, digital
resources, and engage in historic & scenic preservation.

For more information, or to express interest, please contact JP Beall, Ways and Means Chair,
at jpbeall@outlook.com.

OUR MISSION STHTEMENT

The Redlands rea Historical docigty’s purposg is to support and advance the mang facgets of the arga’s historic resourcgs.

Historie resources, sites, and megmorabilia provide tangible links and visible reminders to the past, and continuity to our daily lives. By
perpetuating the past through the preservation of our historic regsources, we maintain the rich diversity of our ecommunity life. By respeeting and
restoring the architgetural integrity of historie structuregs, and by conserving the negighborhood gnvironments, we preserve the unique character,

and document the historical gvolution of the geographical argas in which we live.

The Redlands {rea Historical Socigty gmphasizes the conservation of the past in terms of buildings, ngighborhoods, written and oral historg,
and mgmorabilia. It also pregsents programs to gducate citizgns, young and old, on the significaneg of the valugs of Redlands’ heritagge.
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