
 

 

December 2020 

Wissahickon Inn after the Snow of 1949.  Photo by Elmer Kingham, Courtesy Adair Photography. 

REDLANDS  

    CHRONICLES  

 
A NON -PROFIT ORGANIZATION    FOUNDED 1972     INCORPORATED 1974  

 1205 W. CRESCENT AVENUE; Albert C. Burrage Home (1901) 
Monte Vista was designed by architect Charles Brigham, who also 
designed the Burrage residence in Boston and the Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts.  Constructed as a holiday home to escape East Coast   
winters and entertain fellow aristocrats, the 16,000 square-foot main 
residence, the carriage house and caretaker cottage were built in an 
amazing four and one-half months by as many as 127 workers at one 
time. The property was purchased in 2007 by energy entrepreneur 
and Redlands native, Tim Rochford, to provide a haven of play and 
enrichment for disadvantaged young children. 
 
**The Rochford Foundation decorates the Burrage Mansion with 
elaborate Christmas lighting and scenes, including a 70' Christmas 
tree, an elf village and toy train, a vintage carriage and sleigh, nativity 

scene, trumpeting angels and garlands galore. 
  
629 NOTTINGHAM  DRIVE; Horace Y. Evans Home (1893) 
This Victorian farm house began surrounded by an orange grove and 
located on Clifton Avenue. The home lost its original barn/carriage 
house to the 1960s themed subdivision streets Robinhood Lane, 
Sherwood, Greenwood, Friar Lane, Kingõs Way, and Nottingham. 
The 25-acre orange grove is gone, but this island of the past remains 
on a half-acre lot that is very much appreciated. 
 
**This home boasts that it will have a forest of country pallet 
trees!  Itõs a very country Christmas at the Evans Home.  
  

(Continued on page 7) 

REDLANDS AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY would like to thank its members for their continued support and willingness to 
spread the holiday spirit. Despite being socially distanced from our members this year, we wish you and your loved ones 

a peaceful and joyful holiday season. Please enjoy the holiday decorations at some of our membersõ homes!  
  

When you are out enjoying the drive-by tour, we kindly request that you do not approach any homeowners or enter  
the property of any of these residences/places of business. 

Holiday House Mini Driving Tour 



 

 

Redlands Area Historical Society would like to thank our  CORPORATE UNDERWRITERS: 
  

Wes & Peggy Brier   Tim WatsonñMission Pediatrics, Inc. Morgan Framing  

Gary & Susan Baughman  Rita Shaw, Realtor, Rita Shaw and Associates 

Daniel Haueter & Steven Villa  Geoffrey Hopper & Associates 

Marjorie Lewis - Realtor, Redlands Vintage Homes 

Dr. Marcus Paulson DDS, MSñPaulson Orthodonticsñwww.PaulsonOrtho.com  
Leslie Irish & Rebecca Mangum  

Jill Huntsinger, Redlands REALTOR, CAPITIS Real Estate, www.finedigs.com  

Esri  
 

 

Dear Redlands Area Historical Society Members, 
 

  THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who attended Marie Reynolds' extraordinary Touring Redlands Heights program on             

November 3rd. Despite having to delay the program a week, we were thrilled by the overwhelming response. It was a special 
experience to see many historic photographs for the very first time as well as hear the stories surrounding Redlands' early  
residents. We in Redlands are fortunate for the passionate researchers and writers willing to share their knowledge and    
discoveries with us. THANK YOU - Marie! 
 Vice-president and program chair Ron Running has several interesting programs lined up beginning in January. Ron 
continues to seek out people with exceptional knowledge, including former RAHS board member Kathy Beall speaking on 
her grandfather's business Gill Battery, Tom Atchley discussing the Mill Creek Road and Highway 38 and Ron and Ben     
Parker giving an update on the Redlands Timeline, accessible on www.rahs.org.  
 Although there is no Christmas/Holiday open house this year, we are excited by an alternative celebratory               
opportunity. We are inviting you to take a driving tour of several local homes beautifully decorated for the holidays. (Please 
see details in this newsletter). 
 This issue of the Redlands Chronicles as well as upcoming editions features an in-depth history of òThe Boomó     
researched and written by Tom Atchley. Since retiring from the Redlands Unified School District in 2011, Tom has devoted 
much of his time adding to his encyclopedic  knowledge of Redlands.  
 We are pleased to announce the appointment of Jen Schaefer to the board to fill the vacancy created by the              
resignation of former board member and Secretary, Kim Ennis. Jen has recently relocated to Redlands, is a graduate of the 
University of Laverne and works in the Healthcare Supply Chain Industry. WELCOME Jen! 
 Hosting the Walking Tours and the Old House Group is problematic given social-distancing guidelines. The board is 
continuing to discuss alternative ways to make these programs possible in some manner or fashion. We welcome hearing 
your thoughts and ideas. Please go to the RAHS website www.rahs.org/contact/ or email us at redlandsareahs@gmail.com 
with any questions, ideas, suggestions, etc.   
 We are also looking for volunteers interested in becoming more involved in the programs and activities of the Society. 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
 To learn more about the Redlands Area Historical Society, please visit our website (https://rahs.org/become-a-
member/). We're always looking for hungry and curious locals to contribute to our voracious history! We are actively brain-
storming ideas to share our City's heritage and encourage your participation. Please share your excitement with us; if you 
have suggestions or constructive feedback, we welcome your dialogue! If you are interested in contributing to our events or 
learning more about opportunities with the Redlands Area Historical Society, please send us an email.  
 
        Wishing everyone a joyous holiday season!    

           Steve Spiller    

http://www.rahs.org/
mailto:redlandsareahs@gmail.com
https://rahs.org/become-a-member/
https://rahs.org/become-a-member/
https://rahs.org/become-a-member/).


 

 

THE BOOM 1887-1888 
- by TOM ATCHLEY 

 AS THE BOOM BEGAN,   
Redlands businessmen along with Judson 
and Brown recognized the need for a 
tourist hotel in Redlands.  Railroad     
excursions that brought guests to the 
Brookside siding was less than              
impressive.  Spending the night at the 
Terrace Villa Hotel in Lugonia, while  
promoting Redlands land, was counter-
productive.   With a railroad connection 
becoming imminent the time was right to 
act.   
      The Redlands Hotel Company 
was formed in June 1887 to supply the 
need for a downtown Redlands hotel.  
Judson was elected president, Samuel J. 
Hayes became the secretary, and Russell 
J. Waters the treasurer.   At first the  
company launched a search for someone 
to build the project at their own expense.   
When that effort failed the company   
decided to constuct the hotel.   
      H. C. Malone was contracted to 
build a three-story hotel at the northeast 
corner of West State and Fourth Street 
for $30,000.  Architect E. Newcomer, of 
San Bernardino designed an ornamental 
tower centered atop, with balconies 
fronting the 80 feet on each story facing 
State Street.   Hotel offices, a barber shop, 
dining room, ladies dining room and the 
billiard room found space on the first 
floor.  The second and third floors each 
had nineteen sleeping rooms and a    
bathroom.   The hotel swanked water and 
Naphtha gas in each room.  The Citrograph 
promoted the hotel with a front-page 

sketch December 31, 1887.   The laundry 
room kitchen, parlors, and bathrooms 

received special attention in the issue.  R. 
C. Sheppard supplied òmodernó toilets 
that demonstrated contemporary features 
for the hotel.    Scarce building supplies 
slowed construction but the hotel      

managed to open March 15, 1888 without 
much of the ordered furniture.   
      Mr. McConkey and Mr. Karna 
leased the hotel.  Both men owned and 
operated the St. Charles Hotel in San  
Bernardino and another hostelry in Los 
Angeles.  The hotel company named the 
hotel òRedlands Hoteló but this name was 
changed to òThe Windsoró within 
months.   The Windsor offered omnibus 
service to the railroad stations on Orange 
Street.  It remained the finest hotel in 
Redlands until the Casa Loma was built 
in 1896.   In 1903, the hotel was revamped 
into a boarding house.  

      Competing nominally with The 
Windsor, the first downtown hotel built 
in Redlands was the Sloan House.  This 
three-story brick edifice was located on 
the southwest corner of West State and 

Orange Street.   H. L. Sloan, a Chicago 
Colony businessman, opened the hotel 
February 20, 1888.  His hostelry did not 
offer the same amenities as The Windsor.  
Architect S. J. Logie, also from Chicago, 
fitted the building with gas that lit the 
hotel.  Two pianos graced the parlor and 
thirty -six rooms were available in both 
suites and singles.  Less pretentious than 
The Windsor the Sloan House cost less 
per night and presented a òcomfortableó 
overnight stay.   Within a short time, the 
Sloan House was purchased by Frank 
Morrison and became First National 
Bank. 

The Windsor Hotel at West State and Fourth Street is Shown Above.   
A Sketch of Sloan House, a Block East at Orange Street, is Seen Below. 



 

 

       The Windsor and Sloan House 
offered downtown Redlands amenities 
from nearby restaurants, barber shops, 
dry good stores, livery stables, and    
transportation.  Two railroads arrived 
within a couple of blocks of these hotels 
making them centrally located and     
convenient.  These advantages led to the 
demise of the Prospect House, Terrace 
Villa, The Mentone, Terracina and to 
some degree the Mound City Hotel.  
Gladysta never built a hotel realizing the 
market was already crowded.   Redlands 
beat the competition in the pivotal 1887-
1888 boom years by providing two hotels 
that met the economic market available      
geographically.       
      Judson and Brown responded to 
the 1887-1888 boom with subdivisions 
unmatched by the competition.            
Additional water from Bear Valley       
allowed the sale of the Residence Plat, 
Town Plat, Redlands Crescent and     
Redlands Heights.  Crafton was anchored 
by continued sales to the Chicago       
Colony.  The Chicago Colony investors 
insisted on a downtown with a Citrus 
Avenue axis and Judson and Brown     
responded as early as 1886.   
      To induce further lot purchases 
in the Residence Plat, Judson and Brown 
donated land for the Trinity Episcopal 
Church and $600 for its building fund.  

The land on Center Street was located 
just north of Cypress Avenue and a short 
distance from the Redlands Railroad 
mule car.     
      The Boom received financial   
public spirit in September 1887 when the 
Redlands School District passed a 
$15,000 bond for a new school 
(Kingsbury) without one dissenting vote.  
Lugonia passed a similar bond to replace 
the 1877 school in 1885.  
 Historian Luther Ingersoll     
compared the assessment rolls of        
Redlands and Lugonia for 1886 and 1887 
in September of 1887.   The figures exhibit 
the impact of the Boom for just one yearõs 
growth with three months still not 
counted in 1887.    

 
Redlands: 1886: $110,990             
Lugonia: $199,595  
 
Redlands: 1887: $329,055             
Lugonia: $358,500 

       
 These figures indicate Redlands 
grew by 196% and Lugonia by 174%. 
      

TERRACINA 
 

      The boom spawned many real 
estate developments that all began in 
1887 and ended with a bust in 1888.   

    

 Encouraged by the success of 
Judson and Brown and the Lugonia    
Wilson and Berry town and residence 
plat; anxious promotion developers 
scrambled to the County Recorderõs    
office to record their paper communities.  
Some of the failed communities left us 
their names such as Terracina, Victoria, 
Brookside, Gladysta, Mentone, and 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Trinity Episcopal Church at Center Street 
and Cypress Avenue, in Judson & Brownôs 

1887 Residence Plat. 



 

 

Mound City.   Some of these rose from 
their boom founding to become cities 
later but most just identified geographic 
areas.   One of the first 1887 boom towns 
was Terracina 
      Terracina means òlittle terraceó in 
Spanish.  Frank E. Moore in Our Town 
wrote that Terracina òwas named for the 
Italian coastal city, north of Naples.ó    
Promoters envisioned a French chateau 
hotel as the nucleus to attract both      
development for a town and residential 
community. 
     òTerracina!  The high healthy 
lands of Terracina of the bluff adjoining 
Redlands with Pure Mountain Water, 
and plenty of it, commanding the finest 
view in the State, within five-minutes-
walk of one railroad and ten minutes of 
two others, with a $40,000 hotel, large 
plaza, cement sidewalks, and broad     
avenues, is Now On The Marketó  This 
boom ad filled half a page in The Citrograph 
and ran month after month.  The San  
Bernardino Times ran a Terracina article 
introducing the tract December 7, 1887.     
           The first ad that promoted      
Terracina was printed in  Riversideõs  
Press and Horticulturalist September 3, 1887.  
Easton, Eldridge & Co., Fred               
Macpherson, who also managed the    
Lugonia and Redlands auctions, placed 
the ad for Terracina.  The Terracina Land 
and Town Company with a capital stock 
of $300,000 planned both a town and 
residence plat.  The board of directors 
included O. T. Dyer and Dr. J. Brenneman 

of Riverside and George E. Otis of San 
Bernardino, along with Orrin Backus and 
Nelson G. Gill.  The ambitious plan     
advertised an elegant hotel designed by 
architect, T. H. Goff, architect of the 
Stewart Hotel in San Bernardino.  The 
hotel would cost $35,000 and overlook 
the rim of San Timoteo Canyon to the 
south and the west side of Redlands.   T. 
P. Minor, local contractor, planned    
completion of the hotel April 1, 1888.  The 
hotel was still under construction in  
September.       
      The downtown followed       
Crescent Avenue (now Terracina Blvd.) 
with the hotel having a long curved  
driveway.  The 500 acres of land 
stretched from the west end of Cypress 
Avenue to roughly San Mateo on the east 
and West Olive on the western border.  
San Timoteo Canyonõs northern rim 
formed the southern boundary.  Early ads 
boasted a spectacular view of the San 
Bernardino and San Gabriel Mountains.  
The hotel was a ten-minute walk from 
the Southern Pacific railroad.   One street 
was named railroad in anticipation of the 
Redlands and San Bernardino railroad 
that promised completion in 1888. 
      George Otis, a prominent lawyer, 
and later judge in San Bernardino, was 
the president of the Terracina Company.  
Otis was one of the six directors of the 
intended railroad, the San Bernardino and 
Redlands Railroad.  Otis built a fine 
home on Brookside Avenue and watched 
the Redlands colony grow from its       

inception.   Otis sold David and Sarah 
Morey lots 17 and 18 for $1 if Morey built 
a substantial home in Terracina.  Morey, 
a master-carpenter, built the home in 
1890 financed by Sarah Morey and her 
Brookside Avenue citrus nursery. 
      The town heavily depended on 
the hotel.  Construction of the third story 
took place in February of 1888.  The   
completed hotel was four stories, with 
the fourth story a French mansard roof.  
A wide piazza extended around the west 
and north sides.  The first floor had a 
business office, entry hall, rotunda,      
dining room, reading room and china 
room.  The dining room was heated with 
two fireplaces.  The second floor offered 
nine suites of two rooms each with a bed-
room, sitting room adjoined by a fireplace 
and bathroom.  The third floor consisted 
of twenty-three rooms with bathrooms.  
The hotel basement had a bakery,     
kitchen, laundry, and cool storage room.   
The Otis elevator would eliminate the 
carrying of soiled laundry up and down 
the stairs.  Redlands could easily see the 
four-story behemoth rise one and a half 
miles away.  Opening March 9, 1889 with 
a grand ball, the notables of Redlands 
came to enjoy the grandeur.   The boom 
had ended months earlier. 
      Some financial difficulties        
became suspect when a new ad in March 
1888 listed different directors with an 
overall plan.  The Redlands Land Co. 
owned the town site of 75 acres            

(Continued from page 4) 
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surrounding the hotel and another 410 
acres owned by other land company 
members.  Domestic water and irrigation 
water was assured from the Bear Valley 
Land and Water Company.  The West 
Redlands Water Company organized 
June 14, 1887 with Isaac Ford, president; 
Edward Judson, vice president; G. L.  
Holton, secretary; and the Union Bank, 
treasurer.   The water company planned 
$30,000 in pipelines to deliver irrigation 
water to prospective landowners.   The 
Terracina Hotel Company owners 
planned a plaza in the form of a crescent 
planted with flowers, trees, shrubs, and 
the center accented with a beautiful 
fountain with water jets fanning an elixir 
of spray.    George Otis was the president, 
Samuel J. Hayes vice-president, 
Chauncey Hayes secretary and the        
Riverside Banking Company as treasurer.  
The directors now had James F. Drake, 
George Otis and John A. Brenneman, a 
barber in Riverside.   Both the Hayes men 
were known experienced hotel men.  
      The hotel was completed March 
1, 1889 when the boom was over.  The 
stockholders then were George B. Ellis, 
Henry H. Sinclair, Fulton G. Feraud, 
George H. Crafts, Theodore Clark, and G. 
E. Hotchkiss.  All these men except for 

the last two formed the Redlands Electric 
Light Company led by Sinclair.  The hotel 
manager, Samuel J. Hayes operated the 
hotel for the first year.  Guests were 
treated with food preparation from a 
French cook and staff of ten.  Gas       
heating, electric annunciators, hot and 
cold running water complimented the 
luxury.   After one year the hotel was 
leased to C. T. Hedge with William M. 
Tisdale as manager.   
      The Terracina and Redlands 
Railway Company extended a line on 
West Olive to the Terracina Hotel.  The 
line opened March 5, 1889 and continued 
service until April 1895.   Later, in 1898 
new track was laid and electric street 
cars followed West Olive to Terracina.   
This franchise railroad suffered              
financially and never recorded a profit.   
The owners were thankful to end the line 
in April 1895.    
      By February 1894, the hotel was 
purchased by William Melczer as a     
present for his wife.  New furniture,    
carpets, and ground improvements of 
$5,000 took place.  Melczer lived in a   
cottage near the circular entrance and 
leased the hotel to W. G. Howard,       
auditor for the Santa Fe Railroad in San 
Bernardino.   The hotel burned to the 
ground April 3, 1895.   The fire began in 

the kitchen and all eighteen guests and 
eleven servants escaped without injury.  
Mrs. T. S. Doe lost a diamond ring worth 
$7,000.  The hotel had $12,000 insurance 
and was never  rebuilt.   Its loss led    
Redlands to build the Casa Loma tourist 
hotel the following year. 
      Downtown Terracina had a real 
estate office, but never attracted any   
other business construction.   The 
Brookside siding of the Southern Pacific 
was clogged with land buyers December 
15, 1887 and never again.  Excursionists 
from Los Angeles did not see a hotel and 
waited until carriages and wagons could 
trudge them up Winery Hill to the       
auction site.   Lunch was served on long 
specially built tables covered with fine 
linen.  The Redlands band played in what 
might be considered a comical sight.  Jack 
rabbits scampered through the intended 
town that was missing the usual stakes 
to mark lots.  The nucleus hotel came too 
late to attract buyers and tourists could 
only view the distance where Redlands 
and other communities thrived.    The 
boom in   Terracina ended in a bust.    
 

 -by TOM ATCHLEY  
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Melczerôs Cottage at Hotel Terracina. 


