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REDLANDS 

    CHRONICLES 

 The Redlands Area Historical Society celebrates 
Black History Month by inviting the leaders of a People’s 
History of the IE to share archives, maps and stories that 
bring Redlands’ Black (and Mexican American) history to 
life. We will share newly published maps, StoryMaps and 
archives that let us see patterns of settlement, segregation 
and community creation in the 20th century from A     
People’s History of the I.E. new website. Come see newly 
available digital archives of Redlands, migration maps, and 
StoryMaps. 
 A People’s History of the IE documents, preserves, 
and maps stories of community building, patterns of     
segregation, entrepreneurship, and organizing for civil 
rights among historic communities of color, working   

(Continued on page 6) 

 
A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION   FOUNDED 1972     INCORPORATED 1974 

MAPPING A PEOPLE’S HISTORY OF REDLANDS  
 Jennifer Tilton, Audrey Maier & Catherine Gudis, Speakers 

Monday, February 26, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. 
The Contemporary Club 

173 S. Eureka Street 

 OLD HOUSE GROUP 
Saturday, February 24, 2024, 10:00 a.m. 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
419 S. Fourth Street 

 In 1902 Mrs. Albert Burrage, of Boston, who attended 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Redlands, California, during 
the winter months, sent a letter to the Vestry with a $20,000 
check requesting a church be built on the newly purchased 
lot at Fourth Street and Fern Avenue in memory to her 
mother-in-law, Mrs. Aurelia Burrage. This church was to be 
known as the Burrage Memorial Church and made of cut 
stone granite. The original church, finished in 1904,          
contained clear glass windows but through the years     

African Methodist Church congregants at E. High and 6th Street. 
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A Letter from Your President... 
 
Dear Redlands Area Historical Society members, 
 
Thank you to all of you who chanced the inclement weather to come to the Contemporary Club last month and view          
Jean-Guy Dube’s presentation of Select and Surviving Railroad Depots of San Bernardino County.  Jean-Guy was able to join 
us via Zoom from Gardnerville, Nevada, to share his excellent slide show that told the history of the railroads that served our 
area and what remains of the buildings they constructed. 
 
A special Old House Group meeting was held at the Prospect Park Carriage House last month that featured past President 
Steve Spiller.  Group Chair Kathleen Beall, with the aid of Board member J.P. Beall, hosted a wonderful evening.  If you missed 
it, it is available for viewing online thanks to  Board members Dr. Marcus Paulson and Thomas Jackson.   
 
You won’t want to miss the next Old House Group meeting.  Another past President, Judith Hunt, will speak about her     
experiences with the window renovation project at Trinity Episcopal Church.  Her “Windows of Trinity” tour on February 
24th will be a treat. 
 
We celebrate Black History Month with February’s upcoming program, Mapping a People’s History of Redlands, presented 
at the Contemporary Club on February 26th by Jennifer Tilton, Audrey Maier and Catherine Gudis.  They will share maps and     
archival information documenting settlement patterns, segregation and community creation.   
 
Redlands Downtown Historic Tours continue on the third Saturdays of the month.  I apologize for printing the wrong date in 
last month’s newsletter and for any inconvenience it may have caused.  Meet your tour guides at Ed Hales Park at E. State and 
5th at 10:00 a.m. for an informative yet leisurely one-hour walking tour. 
 
The Society is still searching for a member volunteer to offer technical support with our Zoom webinars.  If you'd like to share 
your skills with us, please contact one of the board members at a meeting or at rahs.org.  
 
Best regards, 
  
 
 

         Marie Reynolds 

REDLANDS AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY would like to thank our  CORPORATE UNDERWRITERS: 
 

   Char & Larry Burgess  Shari S. Forbes   Paul Barich  Bill & Sue Hardy  

   John C. Morgan Production Framing Jerry Bean—REDLANDS COMMUNITY NEWS  

Jill Huntsinger, Redlands Realtor, CAPITIS Real Estate, www.finedigs,.com 

 Gary D. Baughman, Atty At Law Keith Moreland, Arroyo Insurance Services   

Mike Albanese, Realtor Architectural Specialist,  Engel&Volkers Real Estate, evrealestate.com 

 Dr. Marcus Paulson DDS, MS—Paulson Orthodontics—www.PaulsonOrtho.com 

Dr. Tim Watson, M.D., Mission Pediatrics  Greg & Gina Malachowski  

Geoffrey Hopper & Associates    Old Green House LLC  (Elena & Rohan Kuruppu)  

Peggy Brier  Joan McCarthy   Daniel Haueter   Steven Villa  

 Marjorie Lewis - Realtor, Redlands Vintage Homes Phillip Doolittle  

 Lappert’s Ice Cream  Esri   
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 THE ENGLAND FAMILY        
became the fourth owner of Prospect 
Hill April 4, 1896, after Mrs. Thomas 
Y. England purchased its sixteen 
acres from Anna Meade for the sum 
of $11,000.  Thomas Y. England      
began planting navel oranges on the 
hill as early as May. 
      Thomas Y. England was born 
in Wilmington, Delaware May 28, 
1837.  His father, James England,   
pioneered a leather works factory in 
Wilmington.  The family moved to 
New York until Thomas was twelve 
and then moved again to               
Philadelphia.  Thomas Y. graduated 
from Philadelphia High School and 
joined his father in the leather     
business becoming James England 
and Son Leather Works. When his 
father died Thomas became a partner with Edward H. 
Bryan. Bryan moved to Redlands like the England family 
and continued his   business relationship with England 
until his death in 1905. In 1905, England associated     
himself with the new firm of England, Walton Company. 
 Thomas Y. England was the senior member of the 
firm of England & Bryan, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
This business held the greatest share of wholesale leather 
trade in the United States from the 1860’s to the 1890’s. 
Thomas England became the highest ranking official of 
the England and Walton Leather Works before the civil 
war. The England and Walton Leather Works, played a 
significant part in the civil war. The company was a major 
supplier of leather for the northern army using leather for 
saddles, bridles, boots, and many other items necessary 
for the war effort. Their company also held contracts to 
supply meat for the soldiers. 
 England fought for the northern army during the 
Civil War. He enlisted with his native Delaware First 
Regiment and was assigned commissary duties under 
General George Meade. His enlistment was for three 
years but he stayed for four years until the end of the war 
and left a captain. During the war he became asthmatic. 
He would forever seek warm dry climates during the  
winter months to escape the effects of his infirmity. 

 He married Miss Clarissa Combs of Philadelphia. 
They had three children James William, of Redlands. 
Martha England Walton, who lived in Philadelphia, and 
Clarissa England Landell also of Philadelphia. 
 T. Y. England and his son, Will, were inspired to 
move to Redlands permanently through the advice of 
Isaac Ford, who was an engineering student in             
Philadelphia when they met. Ford was unable to         
complete his engineering course due to the consumption 
(T.B. or tuberculosis).   Ford recovered in the Redlands 
climate.  James “Will” England gained thirty-five pounds 
while staying the winter at the Terrace Villa Hotel.  The 
reversal of his T.B. convinced Will to build a home in 
Redlands and move here each fall until the spring.    
       Ford migrated to Redlands in 1884. He helped 
build the Bear Valley Dam and became the first city      
engineer of Redlands in 1888. Ford wrote to England of 
his cure in Redlands. Ford had become a classmate of 
James W. England, known locally as “Will.” Will then 
convinced his father, Thomas England, to visit Redlands 
every winter season from 1887 onward.  The family stayed 
at the Terrace Villa Hotel in Lugonia until their home was 
completed in late 1891.   
      Thomas Y. England became one of the company of 
migrant millionaires that would benefit the new          

 
THE ENGLAND FAMILY AND 301 WEST PALM AVENUE 

 
 

-By Tom Atchley 

This postcard misidentifies the England home at 301 W. Palm Avenue as the “Cingland” residence. 
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community of Redlands. He was a mason and gave        
generously to the Baptist Church. His interest in            
agriculture, especially the propagation of citrus, became 
another inspiration for this growing industry in           
Redlands. To further the development of Redlands 
Heights, which also benefited the Smiley’s Cañon Crest 
Park, Thomas Y. England planned the emergence of the 
South Mountain Water Company and became the       
president.  This company explored the Yucaipa Valley 
springs in the late 1890s and drilled wells in use today, 
supplying water to Redlands Heights. 
 T. Y. England was active in the Baptist Church in  

 
Redlands and the Fourth Baptist Church of Philadelphia. 
He gave generously to both.  Thomas gave the 50 x 150 
foot lot on Olive and Cajon in 1896 and a good deal of the 
building fund the same year.   He belonged to both the 
Chestnut Hill Lodge of Masons and the Loyal Legion, a 
Civil War group largely from Delaware. 
 Thomas Y. England died January 2, 1906 in       
Redlands. The flag was lowered to half-mast for the day. 
Jennie Davis, the spirit of Arbor Day patron of Redlands, 
sang at his funeral “Crossing the Bar.” Business               
establishments came to a standstill during the hours of 
his funeral January 5th. His honorary pall bearers were    
A. K. Smiley, Kirk Field, Isaac Ford and Charles Partridge.  
 James W. “Will” England constructed a beautiful 
Victorian home in Redlands in 1891.  England purchased 

five acres on West Palm for $600 an acre from Benton 
Johnson and Walter C. Butler.  Johnson was the brother-
in-law of co-founder Frank Brown.  Butler graduated 
with Brown as a civil engineer and did much work in 
Redlands. 
       The $8,000 home and barn were located at 301 
West Palm near the intersection with Eureka Street with  
prominent architect Lee Burton drawing the plans.  The 
French mansard tower, bay window, arched window and 
wrap-around porch highlighted the Victorian structure.    
F. E. Lynn won the building contract for the $6,700 home     
 

 
and $1,300 barn.  The contract called for five rooms on the 
first floor and four on the second, with baths and closets 
included.  Samuel Major did the plaster work and          
unfortunately fell from the scaffolding during his work.  
W. J. Keese and Charles Glass of Pasadena were secured 
to install electric lights and an electric bell annunciator.  
 The large barn was constructed to house family 
dogs, prized chickens, elegant horses and a large family 
carriage.  The barn was unable to house all the family 
modes of transportation and the Breed carriage barn in 
Prospect Park was enlarged in 1896 to store a very large  
four horse mountain wagon used by Will to haul plants 
and trees to Prospect Park.   
      A $500 garage permit was built with wood, stone 
and iron in 1908 by contractor, W. T. Ferguson.   

England residence nearing completion in 1891.  The barn is already finished. 



          Redlands Chronicles, February 2024 5 

 

      The Victorian home stands today but was          
remodeled by contractor Garrett Huizing for the 1914 
owner, Gay L. Hunter. Hunter spent $44,000 to buy the 
orange grove and England home and another $5,000 to 
$6,000 on home “improvements.”   He removed the     
mansard tower and brought the home out of the Victorian 
period by enclosing the bay windows, removing the   
archway on the second-story porch, expanding the down-
stairs by filling in the wrap-around porch and adding a 
carport.   Architects today would see a Classic Box type of 
home of the early 1900s. 
      City directories list the England family living at 
131 (301) West Palm until 1913.   Guy L. Hunter, rancher, 
moved in after the remodeling.  In 1922, Y. James Attwood 
and his wife, Annie purchased the property and occupied 
it until 1951. Attwood, an orange grower, was vice-
president of the Foothill Groves Packing Association.  
The 1941 directory indicates both Attwood and Thomas J. 
Heeney Jr. and Mary were living in the home.  Heeney is 
listed first as an assembler, then later a mechanic, yacht 
captain and in 1961, an orange grower.  The Heeney family 
inherited the home and moved to the house in 1951. 
  Mrs. T. Y. England built a home as servants 
quarters at 827 Alvarado in 1893 for $1900. This Queen 
Anne cottage is located in the northeast corner of the 
England 8.9 acre estate. In 1904, Miss Emma S. Nagel, 
housekeeper along with Mr. And Mrs. T. Y. England     
resided there.   The carriage barn in Prospect Park is also 
listed as a coachman’s residence after 1896.  The property 
was listed for sale in 2009 for $4,100,000 and included the 
9 bedroom 5,651 square foot home, the Alvarado cottage, 
orange grove and 7 water shares for     irrigation.     

      The Englands preferred to migrate to Redlands 
every November and leave before the end of May. This 
followed the pattern set by the Smiley’s and many other 
millionaires living in Redlands. 
 

PROSPECT PARK 
 
          Prospect Park was a father-son project.  Once the    
initial purchase of 16 acres was made April 4, 1896, both 
of the Englands began to chip away on Prospect Park  
projects.  In this they were aided by the Smiley Brothers, 
who completed Canyon Crest Park at a much faster pace 
and five years before them.  The England’s having never 
constructed a botanical park received advice regularly. 

      Arriving January 18, 
1897, from Philadelphia the      
England party of eight 
went right to work.  T. Y. 
England wintered the 1897 
season on Brookside        
Avenue.  He bought a fancy 
canopy top surrey, which 
was considered a sport   
vehicle, to travel the        
distance to the advancing 
park each day.   
 

- by Tom Atchley 
 

To be continued. 
 
 
 
 
 

The servants quarters at 827 Alvarado was constructed in 1893.  It was featured in the movie,  
How to Make an American Quilt. 

The house as seen in Redlands Souvenir. 
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Please join us for a leisurely docent led Redlands Downtown Walking Tour the THIRD SATURDAY OF THE 
MONTH, between October and May, at the corner of 5th Street and State Street in downtown Redlands at 10:00 AM. 

We meet under the Sister City clock on the corner. Tours are $10 cash, Venmo or PayPal only, for members and $15 
for non-members. This is a personalized tour which can answer all your burning questions about Redlands, its 

founding, and how it has developed through the years.  
We apologize for any miscommunication with the mistaken publishing last month of the Second Saturday date in 

January as our walking tour date is always the THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH. Anyone who appeared on 
January 13th instead of the 20th is welcome to join us Saturday, FEBRUARY 17, MARCH 16, APRIL 20, OR MAY 18. 

These tours are all fundraisers to continue the work by the Redlands Area Historical Society and are led by 
well-trained volunteer docents. 

REDLANDS DOWNTOWN WALKING TOURS 

people, and LGBTQ+ individuals in Riverside and San    
Bernardino Counties. The speakers coordinate this broader 
effort, working alongside community and family history 
keepers and other scholars and archivists throughout the 
I.E. 
 Jennifer Tilton is a professor at the University of 
Redlands teaching Ethnic Studies, who works closely with 
the Bridges Project to document Black history in the Inland 
Empire. 
 Cathy Gudis is a professor of Public History at the 
University California Riverside whose work documents the 
slow violence of the supply chain. 
 Audrey Maier works at the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of the American Latino, and wrote her Ph.D. on 
the history of Bryn Mawr. 
 Redlands Area Historical Society programs are free 
and open to the public.  To join via Zoom webinar go to 
rhs.org/calendar and click on the link for February 26.  
  Join the Historical Society and receive a monthly   
newsletter that announces our programs and tours.   
 

- by Tom Atchley  

(Program, continued from page 1) 

members have donated twenty exterior stained-glass      
windows.  

 In 2022 the current parishioners started a  
campaign to renovate these beautiful windows,       
preserving them for future generations. Join us on   
Saturday, February 24, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. for a hosted 
tour of the “Windows of Trinity”. Judith Hunt, a      
parishioner in charge of this endeavor and a RAHS 
Board Member and past president, will guide you 
through the renovation and answer questions           
regarding the church and the window project. 

        
                 -by Kathleen Beall 

(OHG, continued from page 1) 

The England residence at 301 W. Palm Avenue  
after a remodel by Garrett Huizing in the 1910s. 
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 2023 

Heritage Award Winners 

REX & LOUISE JONES HOUSE 
215 Grand View Drive  

Built 1926 

Molly & Ron Burgess, Owners 

 Set with a commanding view of Redlands and the San      
Bernardino Mountains on the brow of Nob Hill in Redlands Heights, 
is a Spanish Revival home with Mission, Pueblo, and Mediterranean 
Revival detailings descending down the hillside two stories to        
terraced gardens beneath. Built by notable Redlands homebuilder, 
Gordon Donald, the plans for the four bedroom, three bathroom, 3,313 
square foot house were commissioned in 1925 by Louise Seymour 
Jones and Rex Lander Jones of Chicago, Illinois. The house occupies 
0.86 acres on the view-side of this iconic Redlands street,. 
 The Grand View neighborhood took shape within the Carter 
Terrace Subdivision of 1924 on the former terraced orange grove of 
the Kingsbury family. The neighborhood soon became populated 
with many prominent Redlands families of the 1920s. Typical of the 
revival styles of California’s 1920s, the architecture of 215 Grand View 
is an eclectic collection of Pueblo, Spanish, Mediterranean and      
Mission stylings. The ornamental gateway with arbor at the front of 
the house, south-facing, as well as use of multi-level exterior stair-
ways at the rear of the house are highly unique Pueblo details       
evocative of the American Southwest.  
 The house is slightly V-shaped, hugging to the contour of the 
hillside and has an open gable tiled roof. The front door of the house 
is arched with ornamental vertical wood timbers in a Mission style. 
There are two pairs of multi-pane mullioned casement windows, and 
the siding of the house is white-washed plaster, much in keeping 
with Mission Revival detailing. 
 Original features of the north elevation include more          
mullioned casement windows and arched french doors opening onto 
the first terrace of the terraced gardens. On the second level, a      
Mediterranean-style arcaded peristyle of five arches supported by 
Ionic columns functioning as a highly-unique exterior hallway and 
patio opening off of three of the upper level’s rooms. The gardens are 
laid out on three levels.  
 At the west side of the house, beneath the gable of the roof is 
a glazed Spanish-style terracotta vent with some Art Deco influences. 

An addition and carport were added at the west side of the house  
after 1969. Down what is formerly Culvert Street sits the original   
detached garage. 
 The Jones family appears to have been coming to Redlands 
at least since 1921, prior to which they appear to have wintered in the 
Los Angeles and Pasadena areas. Gordon Donald completed the   
property in 1926, and the family occupied it as a full-time residence. 
The house was valued at $15,000 in the 1930 Census. 
 Rex Lander Jones was born in Chicago in 1874 to William 
Jones and Mary Frances Lander, one of the three prominent Gilded 
Age beauties of Chicago known as the “Lander Sisters.”  
 In 1925, Rex Lander Jones retired from his family business, 
Fargo, Keith, & Co., selling their home on the North Shore and     
moving to Redlands full-time until his death in 1949. 
 Louise Martha Seymour is no less deserving of attention 
than her husband. Born at Racine, Wisconsin in 1877 to Annie E. 
Jones (no relation to her husband) and Horatio Winslow Seymour, 
journalistic innovator, news editor, political commentator, and     
eventual publisher in his own right.   
 Louise Seymour appears to have received her father’s taste 
and penchant for writing as well as his encouragement and support, 
becoming a successful author in her own right. Louise Seymour was 
an internationally-published, best-selling author on horticulture and 
on bookplates, of which she assembled what is still one of the world’s 
largest collections, donating it to Scripps College. Her terraced      
gardens were likely the inspiration for her best-seller, Who Loves a   
Garden (1934).  
 Rex and Louise Jones are both buried at Hillside Cemetery 
in Redlands. 
 The house was then home to a series of doctors’ families, 
first to Tirzah & Dr. Robert J. McCandless, a radiologist, from 1951 to 
1956. In 1956, the house was occupied by Irene & Dr. Charles W.  
Harrison, Jr., a surgeon. In 1969, the home was sold to Marcia & Dr. 
Paul Swanson, a dentist, who have a long association with the house. 

In the tradition of the house, Dr. & Mrs. Swanson 
played a role in the club-life and philanthropy of 
Redlands. Dr. Swanson was President of Optimist 
Club International and volunteered dental services 
for Family Services. Many Kimberly Juniors have 
memories of visiting Mrs. Swanson as an advisor for 
Kimberly Juniors.  
 In 2022, Molly & Ron Burgess purchased 
the home and likewise continue 215 Grand View’s 
tradition of civic involvement. The Redlands Area 
Historical Society congratulates Molly & Ron      
Burgess on their 2023 Heritage Award and for their 
stewardship of this Redlands treasure. 
 

-by John P. Beall 
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Visit us on the World Wide Web at www.rahs.org  
Follow us on Facebook            and Instagram. 

THE REDLANDS AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
P.O. Box 8775 
Redlands, CA  92375 
(909) 307-4661 
www.rahs.org 
 
 
Address Correction Requested 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

  

February 17, 10:00 a.m. Downtown Redlands Walking Tours 
   Meet at Ed Hales Park 

   Members $10/Non-members $15 

      

 

February 24, 10:00 a.m. Old House Group meeting 

   Trinity Episcopal Church 
   419 S. Fourth Street 

   MEMBERS ONLY 

 

 

February 26, 7:00 p.m. Mapping a People’s History of Redlands 

   The Contemporary Club 
   173 S. Eureka Street 

 

 

§ 

 
 

1st Thursday of the Month Historic & Scenic Preservation  

   Commission Meeting  

   City Hall Council Chambers 

   35 Cajon Street  

Redlands Area Historical Society, Inc. 
Founded 1972, Incorporated 1974 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2023-2024 
 

President  Marie Reynolds 
Vice-President  Tom Atchley 
Treasurer  Susan Rettig 
Secretary  Jennifer Schaefer 
Board Member  John Paul Beall 
Board Member  Kathleen Beall 
Board Member  Judith Hunt 
Board Member  Thomas Jackson 
Board Member  Gregg Schroeder 
Ex-officio  Steve Spiller   
Ex-officio  Ron Running 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
 

Heritage Awards  Judith Hunt 
Hospitality  Thomas Jackson 
Membership  Ron Running 
Newsletter  Marie Reynolds 
Old House Group  Kathleen Beall 
Programs  Tom Atchley 
Social Media  Marcus Paulson 
Ways & Means  John Paul Beall 


